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Jastrow’s Dictionary

X7 (b. h.) to tremble, fear; to revere; to shun. Sabb. 882 (ref. to Ps. LXXVI, 9) '1 87 ox if she (the earth) trembled,
how could she be at rest, &c.?—Ber. 16> 7w nx 787’7 so as to fear thy name.— (Usu. as participle or adjective)
x> m. Ned. 8® (ref. to Mal. lll, 20) '21 X>%17% 187 17w ... 12X who are afraid to utter the name of the Lord in vain.—

Rvn X°shunning sin, of careful conduct, conscientious. Ab. II, 5. 1b. 8; a. fr.— oaw &71°God-fearing, pious. Ber. 82
"w »n AN ... 9173 he who lives on the (honest) labor of his hand, stands higher than the pious man. Succ. 49%, v.
¥y, a. fr— Fem. AR, constr. nx7. Lam. R. to I, 13 (play on 05w1) *% nn>wm nx9»w nan the daughter that fears
(me) and is at peace with me. Ib. *> nuPwm nx A8 NRw> Ar. (missing in ed.) when thou art God-fearing, thou
art at peace with me. Yeb. 62b.—Part. pass. *1x7. Ber. 33°; Meg. 252 Ms. M. (v. Rabb. D. S. a. | note).

Nif. - X713, fut. R°to be feared. Koh. R. to IX, 7; Pesik. Ulkah., p. 183, a. e.'21 X7 1317 (Ps. CXXX, 4) ‘in order
that thou mayest be feared, that the fear of thee be put on mankind.—Part. &9ifearful, awe-inspiring. Ber. L. c.
Yoma 69® "1 amx X% Jeremiah did not say nora (only gadol a. gibbor, Jer. XXXII, 18).— Fern. pl. nix*1awe-inspiring
deeds. [b. PRIk R ... 0”01 ... RNK came Jeremiah and said, Strangers dance on His temple ruins, where are

His awful deeds?; Y. Ber. VII, 11<. Ib. "1 "33 ®111 mp% axa 71 (Daniel said) Him it is becoming to call awe-inspiring
for the awful deeds He performed for us &c; Midr. Tl to Ps. XX a fr.

Hithpa. - x>0, , Nithpa. X7°n11) to be feared, revered. Zeb. 115 (ref. to Ps. LXVIII, 36) aoynm x>nn ... Aywa

'>1 when the Lord executes judgment on His saints, He is feared and praised &c, Yalk. Lev. 525. —2) to be afraid.
Ber. 612 "1 »191 ">nn 1nR °K art thou not afraid of the (Roman) government?—Midr. Till. . c. 3701 831 ... 01230
the enemy entered His house and were not afraid (of the Lord). Ex. R. s. 29 '>1 nk>nn m31vnn ox if the queen is
afraid, what shall the servants ... do?; a. fr.



Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 31a-b
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Resh Lakish' said, ‘What is [the meaning of] “Faithfulness to Your time was wealth, wisdom and knowledge
[triumph, fear of the Eternal - that was his treasure]” (Isaiah 33:6)? “Faithfulness” - this is the Order of Seeds;’

“Your time” - this is the Order of Appointed Times;” “wealth” - this is the Order of Women;* “salvation” - this is

the Order of Damages;” “wisdom” - this is the Order of Sacrifices;” “knowledge” - this is the Order of Purities.’

”

But despite this, “fear of the Eternal - that was his treasure”.
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Rava® said, ‘When they escort a person to their [final] judgment, they say to them, “Did you do business faithfully?
Did you fix times for Torah [study]? Did you occupy yourself with procreation? Did you wait in expectation of
salvation?” Did you delve into wisdom? Did you infer one thing from another? But despite this, if “they fear the
Eternal - that was his treasure”, then yes; if not, then no. This is to be compared to a person who says to their
agent, “Bring for me a kor® of wheat to the attic.” They brought it up to them. They said to them [the agent], “Did
you mix for me a kav'’ of chumton [into the wheat]?” They replied, “No.” They said to them [the agent], “It would
have been better if you had not brought it up [at all].”
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The House of Rabbi Yishmael taught: A person may mix a kav of chumton into a kor of wheat, and need not be
concerned.

' Resh Lakish (a nickname for Shimon ben Lakish) was one of the pre-eminent sages in the Land of Israel in the mid-3" century CE.

? The Order of Seeds [Seder Zeraim] is the first order of the Mishnah, dealing with agricultural laws.

* The Order of Appointed Time [Seder Mo’ed] is the second order of the Mishnah, dealing with Shabbat and festivals.

* The Order of Women [Seder Nashim)] is the third order of the Mishnah, dealing with the laws of women and matrimony.

® The Order of Damages [Seder Nzikin] is the fourth order of the Mishnah, dealing with the laws of tort.

® The Order of Sacrifices [Seder Kodashim] is the fifth order of the Mishnah, dealing with the laws of the Temple and the offerings that
we made there.

" The Order of Purities [Seder Tahorotf] is the sixth and final order of the Mishnah, dealing with the laws of purity and impurity.

® Rava (full name Rava bar Yosef bar Chama) was one of the most important sages in Babylonia in the late-3" and early-4" centuries
CE.

° This is generally understood to mean waiting in expectation of God’s salvation through the saving acts of the future messiah.

" A koris a unit of volume, equalling around 220 litres.

" A kavis a unit of volume, equalling around 1.2 litres.

¥ Chumton was a type of earth high in salt content, which would be used to preserve the wheat and stop it from becoming infested
while in storage.
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Rabbah bar Rav Chuna"” said, ‘Any person who has Torah and does not have fear of heaven, is similar to a
treasurer to whom the keys to the inner [chamber] have been given, but the keys to the courtyard have not been
given - how can they gain entrance?’ Rabbi Yanai" proclaimed, ‘Woe to anyone who does not own a courtyard,
but makes a gate for a courtyard!” Rav Yehudah® said, ‘The Holy Blessed One only created the Universe for the
sake of those who feared God, as it is said, “And God has done so that they may fear God” (Ecclesiastes 3:14).
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Rabbi Simon™ and Rabbi Elazar” were sitting together. Rabbi Ya’akov bar Acha™ came and walked by. Said one
to his fellow, ‘Let us rise before him, as he is a man who fears sins.” Said the other, ‘Let us rise before him, because
he is a Torah scholar.’ He said to him, ‘| said to you he is a man who fears sins, and you say to me he is a Torah
scholar!?’
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Conclude that Rabbi Elazar was the one who said ‘he is a man who fears sins’, for Rabbi Yochanan® said in the
name of Rabbi Elazar, ‘The Holy Blessed One has nothing in this world, but the fear of heaven alone, as it is said,
“Now, Israel, what does the Eternal your God ask from you? Only to fear [the Eternal your God, to walk in all God'’s
ways, to love God, and to serve the Eternal your God with all your heart and with all your soul]” (Deuteronomy
10:12); and it is written, “And he said to the human: Behold [hein]! Fear of the Eternal is wisdom [to turn aside

from evil is understanding]” (Job 28:28). Indeed, in the Greek tongue they call the number one ‘hein’. This
[therefore] can be determined.

" Rabbah bar Rav Chuna was a sage in Babylonia in the late-3" and eary-4" century CE.

" Rabbi Yanai was a sage in the Land of Israel in the mid-3" century CE.

" Rav Yehudah (bar Yechezel) was one of the distinguished teachers in Babylonia in the late-3" century CE.

** Rabbi Simon is probably another spelling of Rabbi Shimon (bar Yochai) - for information see below.

" Rabbi Elazar (ben Shammua) was an important sage in the Land of Israel in the mid-2" century CE.

"® Rabbi Ya'akov bar Acha was a relatively lesser known contemporary of Rabbi Shimon and Rabbi Elazar (above).

' Rabbi Yochanan (bar Nappacha) was one of the pre-eminent sages in the Land of Israel in the 3 century CE, teaching at Sepphoris
and later in Tiberias where he was the head of the rabbinic academy.
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Yehudah Amichai

| declare with perfect faith

that prayer preceded God.

Prayer created God

God created human beings,

human beings created prayers

that create the God that creates human beings.

Pesikta d’'Rav Kahana 12:6
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‘You are My witnesses and | am God’ (Isaiah 43:12). Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai taught, ‘If you are my witnesses, |
am God; and if you are not my witnesses, it is as if | am not God.



